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I HAVE never heard a satisfactory 
sermon on tithing. I have heard only 

a few sermons in years, but whenever I 
have heard a sermon on this subject, I 
have been irritated. I have wished to 
ask the minister questions. I do not 
promise not to irritate the reader. I 
only write with the conviction of my 
soul upon a neglected subject, concerning 
which there is much confused thinking. 

Here the words of Jesus: “Woe unto 
you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye pay tithe of mint, and anise, and 
cummin, and have omitted the weightier 
matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and 
faith: these ought ye to have done, and 
not to leave the other undone.” Matt. 
23528, 

When I began my ministry I did not 
believe in tithing and I took pleasure in 
explaining the Pharisaic implications of 
such a belief. I explained that the tithe 
is an Old Testament law, in no way bind- 
ing upon Christian people. “The Chris- 
tian standard of stewardship,” I said, 
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“is that everything that I have, and I 
myself belong to God.” 

For several years there existed in my 
mind a conflict between the tithe and 
Christian stewardship. But I constantly 
felt in my own life the need of some tan- 
gible standard of giving. There were so 
many worthy calls and I never knew what 
I should give to them. I began to tithe, 
not that I believed in it as a Christian 
standard of giving, but as a practical 
aid to my religious life. I received great 
satisfaction in giving from that which 
had been set apart. 

I inquired of others who tithed, and I 
found that they not only were giving 
more than they formerly gave but 
that they were giving more joyously. 
“Surely,” said I, “tithing must have 
more approval as a Christian standard of 
beneficence than I have been giving it.” 

The words of Jesus, quoted above, came 
anew to my mind. These are the very 
words which at one time caused me to 
look for Pharisaic tendencies in every 
person who tithed. It was meaningful 
to me for the first time that Jesus com- 
mended the Pharisees for tithing and 
condemned them for omitting “judgment, 
mercy, and faith.” 
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In this Scripture we have the approval 
of Jesus for the tithe. This cannot be 
denied. He will approve in us nothing 
less than He approved in the people of 
His day. You cannot imagine Jesus dis- 
approving the practice of tithing, if He 
lived with us today. 

This certainly does not take the place 
of the larger message of stewardship, 
but this larger life of beneficence is not 
to be found in a heart too small for the 
practice of the tithe. How easy it is for 
° us to give intellectual assent to the Chris- 

tian standard of stewardship and be nig- 
gardly in our gifts to the many calls 
of human needs. 

I have found the greatest objection to 
the tithe to be that it is too much. Prob- 
ably the worst bookkeeping in the world 
is the bookkeeping with God and human 
needs on the part of men who oppose the 
tithe as being Pharisaic., 


What Is the Tithe? 

What is the tithe? You quickly answer 
that it is one tenth of a man’s income. 
Is it as simple as that? It ts a tenth of 
a man’s net income! Here is a man who 
is a merchant. In the run of a year he 
turns over his capital invested several 
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times. He does not tithe on his total 
sales, of course. In order to know his 
net income, he must subtract his rent, 
taxes, clerk hire, and other expenses in- 
cident to his business. He is not supposed 
to subtract what he has drawn or used 
for himself or his family. 

A person who has a salary can very 
easily arrive at his net income but it is 
more complicated for others. A farmer, 
for example, will find it more difficult. 
Certainly, he should take into considera- 
tion what he uses from his farm just as 
a grocer should take into account what 
he uses from his grocery. 

My contention is that one should tithe 
his net income and that an honest man 
can make a satisfactory and just estimate 
of his income. “But,” one may say, “this 
will not be such a large amount.” Very 
well. It will be large enough. It will be 
small enough. 


How Invest the Tithe? 

For what shall I give the tithe? This 
is a practical question. I know one fam- 
ily who spent the tithe in sending the 
children through college. I know another 
that bought expensive gifts for a daugh- 
ter and a grandchild. Such cases cannot 
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have the approval of a fair conscience. 
However, the tither has to face this ques- 
tion at every turn. If this question is not 
answered fairly it will defeat the needs 
of the Kingdom. 

Life’s needs are so great that there are 
no simple rules by which each person can 
regulate his life. An honest and inquir- 
ing heart is essential here as everywhere 
in Christian living. If a man is dishonest, 
he will be dishonest still, even after he 
becomes a tither. His conscience will 
have to guide him in his many decisions, 
Certainly, a safe principle here is that it 
should be used outside of one’s immediate 
family. 

Shall I give all my tithe through my 
church? There are those who would an- 
swer “yes.” I would not so answer. The 
tithe is to be given for human needs, 
And I would add: human needs beyond 
personal and family obligations, 

I find many worthy needs outside of 
the Church. The American Red Cross, 
the Community Chest Fund and similar 
philanthropies, I desire to support. I am 
not one who thinks that the Christian 
Church through its denominational life 
should undertake all the work done by 
these and many other like organizations. 
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In a true sense, they are a united ex- 
pression of the Christian Church. I can 
only give my practice in this matter. I 
give from 85 to 90 per cent of my tithe 
through the Church. I do this because 
I believe the Church is that important. 
It is greater than all other philanthropic 
organizations combined. It is the body 
of Christ, the fountain of life out of 
which all such organizations have sprung. 
As a relief agency it does more than the 
American Red Cross, one of the most effi- 
cient and worthy philanthropies. Relief 
work with the Church, like all its other 
work, is a constant thing. It did it yes- 
terday. It is doing it today. It will do it 
tomorrow. 


Will Tithers Prosper? 

If a man tithe, will God make him rich? 
Here is where tithing sermons of my 
youth lost me. I heard interpretations 
of Scripture which would lead one to be- p 
lieve that tithing would bring inevitable 
if not immediate wealth to those who 
practiced it. This did not square with 
my observation then; less now. 

There are many factors which enter 
into the material success of life. Some 
of the best people I have ever known have 
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been the poorest; some of the worst have 
been the richest. I do not want my earthly 
father to be partial to me. I do not wish 
God to be. Let us not try to take sacrifice 
out of Christianity. At the heart of 
Christianity is a Cross. It will and should 
remain. I have never understeod how 
ninety cents would buy as much as a 
dollar. For most people the tithe will 
mean sacrifice. But sacrifice is in order. 
It is the way of God and man. And there 
is no other way. 

Now, let us ask the question slightly 
differently. “If a man tithe, will he pros- 
per more than if he does not tithe?” Lam 
going to answer, “yes.” Prosperity means 
something other than material gain. As 
long as “to be” is greater than “to have” 
and “to become” is greater than “to get,” 
so long will the greatest prosperity of life 
be an inner growth, a thing of the heart. 
The “blessed” of the Beatitudes may cor- 
rectly be translated “prosperous.” 

The person who deals justly with King- 
dom needs in the use of the things which 
he possesses will always find this one 
gateway through which he may enter into 
the joys of his Lord. Poverty and depres- 
sion of soul come from wrong relation- 
ships to God and man. Man is blessed 
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and prosperous when he lives in harmony 
with God and his brother. If it is right 
for a man to give liberally and system- 
atically of his increase and he does not 
do it, he will suffer loss—loss of joy, 
self-respect, the respect of other men, 
the respect of God. With these losses 
there can be no real prosperity of life. 

Stinginess is a sin. It is an ugly and 
hurtful sin. It is a very great sin. It is 
a damning and soul-killing sin. Read 
again the Gospels and observe Jesus’ es- 
timate of it. To Him it was almost the 
greatest sin. No soul can be prosperous 
and be guilty of niggardliness. Gener- 
osity gives to life a song and the approval 
of a good conscience. This is the higher 
prosperity ! 

In churches where I have been pastor 
I have soon discovered the tithers not 
alone by their generous support of the 
Kingdom but by their joyousness. Once 
I asked several tithers representing dif- 
ferent ages and different stations in life 
to write briefiy their experiences in tith- 
ing. I printed their statements anon- 
ymously in the church bulletin. In every 
case they testified to a great blessing. “7 
have found great joy in it.” “Tt has been 
one of the greatest joys of my life.” “It 
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has meant much to me.” “Nothing in my 
Christian life has given me more satis- 
faction.” These are some statements from 
their testimonies. Tithing is an aid to 
Christian living. 

Will a man prosper more financially, 
if he tithe? I am going to answer with 
a qualified “yes.” Yes, in the sense that 
man is more able to do his best work, if 
he lives right. Perhaps, here is to be 
found the grain of truth in the old fal- 
lacy. Everything else being equal, an in- 
dividual wili do more efficient work if 
he is generous in the use of the material 
things which he possesses. There is 
nothing like a good conscience, if we 
wish to be efficient in any work we un- 
dertake. A man who is conscious of un- 
fair living will never do as well in any 
business as he would do if he did not 
have this inner conflict to consume his 
energies. If I am right with God, I can 
go into business with hope, courage and 
a high heart. 


When There Is No Income 
When there is no income, then what? 
This is a fair and practical question 
which should not be ignored in any dis- 
cussion of the tithe. There are times of 
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unemployment. There are times when 
many have no income at all. There are 
times when businessmen not only make 
nothing but lose heavily. We have all 
known men to lose a fortune which had 
been acquired through several genera- 
tions, in a few brief years of depression. 
What are such people to do? Are they 
to give nothing to human needs during 
such periods? The answer must be one 
of religion and of common sense. They 
should do by human needs exactly as they 
do by their families under such circum- 
stances. While they must retrench in 
their expenditures they will not let their 
families go unclothed or unfed so long 
as they can mortgage the future. That 
is exactly what I would suggest that they 
do for Kingdom needs, for which they 
give the tithe. Let the income of more 
prosperous years balance the tithe ac- 
count. I dare those who have never tithed 
to begin keeping books with God at any 
time. 


Large Income Tithers 
Is it easier for a man with a large in- 
come to tithe than it is for a man with 
a small income? The man with a large 
income can undoubtedly tithe with less 
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sacrifice, but my observation has been 
that men find it more difficult to be gen- 
erous as their incomes increase. More 
people tithe from a bare living than from 
a surplus. This observation confirms the 
wisdom of Jesus in emphasizing the “de- 
ceitfulness of riches.” It is seldom that 
men begin to tithe after their incomes 
have greatly increased. Increased wealth 
always places a strain on the lives of 
men! 


More Than the Tithe 

Should not some give more than a 
tithe? Certainly. The tithe does not take 
the place of the larger standard of Chris- 
tian stewardship. But the tithe is the 
gateway through which men enter into 
the grace of larger beneficence. As I 
write this, I cannot think of a single 
philanthropist in the history of our na- 
tional life whose gifts were constant and 
disciplined, who did not begin with the 
tithe. 


Should All Tithe? 

Should all men tithe? Here are two 
men who have the same income. One has 
no children and the other has six. Their 
necessary expenses are certainly not 
equal. Should the man with six children 
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tithe? My answer is that all men should 
tithe. The man with no children should, 
perhaps, give much more. But I ask you, 
What is your observation in this matter? 
Does not the man with the family more 
often tithe? 

One of the most hurtful habits in 
Christian giving is to measure one’s giv- 
ing by the giving of another. The prin- 
ciple that the tithe should be the min- 
imum standard of giving for all men will 
save us from pulling down our ideals of 
generosity to the level of the average. 
What other people give is not the primary 
question. In the strictest sense it has 
nothing to do with what we should give. 
Every man has his individual responsi- 
bility to God and human needs. 

Should the very poor tithe? Here is the 
test question. How you answer it deter- 
mines whether or not you believe in tith- 
ing. Millions of people have a very diffi- 
cult time making buckle and tongue meet. 
Our economic system is such that a few 
have most of the luxuries of life and 
many have not the necessities. If I should 
answer the question unaided by Jesus and 
human experience, I would certainly an- 
swer in the negative. But we have Jesus’ 
attitude toward the widow who cast her 
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mite into the treasury. He might have 
said, “This is all you have. You certainly 
should keep it for tomorrow’s bread.” 
But He did not. And we have human 
experience, 

Hach summer for years I have spent 
some time in a country town in a Western 
state where my parents live. In this town 
a widow, two daughters and a son earn 
a livelihood by doing laundry, their home 
being used for this purpose. Once it was 
necessary for me to go for my laundry. 

The widow readily recognized me as 
the minister who preached each summer 
in the local church of which she was a 
member. She introduced herself and told 
me she had heard me preach. She looked 
hot and tired, for the temperature was 
100 in the shade and her home was 15 
degrees warmer because of the steam 
presses. 

I asked, “How is business?” 

She said, “Business is not good. Plenty 
of work but competition has driven the 
prices down. Utilities are high and it is 
difficult to make anything.” 

She then pointed to a motto which hung 
in the room where we stood, the one room 
in the house without machinery, and said, 
“We have found these words true.” The 
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motto read, “All Things Work Together 
for Good.” 

“We have managed to live and pay the 
church,” she said. 

I was interested and unconsciously re- 
peated the words, “pay the church?” 

“Oh, yes,” she said, “we tithe.” 

As I left her home, I said to myself, 
“She should not do it.” I then wondered 
if she did not tithe her gross income. I 
am still wondering! Later I asked her 
pastor how much she and her three chil- 
dren gave to the church and he assured 
me that they gave more than the average 
businessman in the town. He said also, 
“Her daughters are two of the finest 
young women in the community, honored 
and respected by everyone. The son is 
one of the finest boys I ever knew.” 

After all, I ask you, does tithing have 
the approval of experience in this case? 

I give one other illustration out of 
many I might give. 

One winter day I was hunting, and late 
in the afternoon, walking across the field 
to my car, I saw an old man coming 
toward me, shoulders stooped, dragging 
his feet. I recognized him by his car- 
riage. I waited for him and we walked 
some distance together. 


16 
_ 


He said, “I am going over here to see 
if I can get a bill of lumber to saw.” He 
ran a sawmill. 

Continuing his conversation, he said, 
“T hope I can get this bill, for my pastor 
goes to Conference next week and we 
are behind with our missionary money 
and wish to pay it out.” He was a mem- 
ber of a little church in the section of 
the town in which he lived. “I have al- 
ready given my tithe, but I shall give all 
the money to the church, if I get this 
work.” 

I thought of the man’s family, three 
children I knew—two sons and a daugh- 
ter in the high school of the town. And 
I knew he had several younger children 
at home. I never saw his sons without 
feeling sorry for them. They never 
dressed like the other young men. The 
daughter’s clothes were equally notice- 
able in contrast with the clothing of other 
girls in the school. 

Thinking of these things, I said, “Mr. 
George, if I were you and got this work, 
I would not give the money to the church, 
but I would use it for the needs of my 
family. You have already given your 
tithe.” 

The old man looked at me as if I had 
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been a young skeptic and said, “7 pay 
the tithe and give offerings.” That ended 
the conversation. As we parted I thought 
he was a peculiar, fanatical old man. 

At the first opportunity I talked with 
the principal of the high school about his 
two sons and the daughter. He told me 
that they were very unusual young peo- 
ple, greatly honored by the students. The 
girl was elected president of the Y.W.C.A. 
The two sons in succession were honor 
graduates of their classes. I knew men 
in that town worth hundreds of thousands 
of dollars who were not doing as well 
with the greatest trust God ever gave to 
man as was old man George, who lived in 
his rented house not worth $1,000 on 
an unpaved street of that little city. 

Shall the very poor tithe? You answer 
the question for yourself. 

I believe in the tithe as the minimum 
standard of giving for all Christian peo- 
ple. I believe it has the approval of Jesus. 
I believe it has the approval of human 
experience. I believe those who practice 
tt are its joyful advocates. I believe it 
is the gateway into the larger sense of 
stewardship. I believe that its practice 
will prove a means of grace—just as 
prayer, Bible reading, and church attend- 
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ance. I further believe that any church 
(The Methodist Church is such a one) 
which neglects to emphasize the benefits 
of tithing, both to the individual and the 
Kingdom of human needs, has failed to 
do its duty. 
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